
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES (Spoken) LSB 235 
 
Stand 
 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 
 
VENITE ~ O Come, Let Us Sing LSB 236 
 
L Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
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C O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
! Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving;  
  let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
@ For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 
! In His hand are the depths of the earth;  
  the heights of the mountains are His also. 
@ The sea is His, for He made it; and His hand formed the dry land. 
! O come, let us worship and bow down;  
  let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 
@ For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture  
  and the sheep of His hand. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen 
L Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

PSALM  119:9-16 (Antiphon, v. 10) 
 
P With my whole heart I seek you; 
       let me not wander from your commandments!  (Antiphon) 
C How can a young man keep his way pure? 
       By guarding it according to your word. 
 With my whole heart I seek you; 
       let me not wander from your commandments! 
P I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 
  Blessèd are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! 
C With my lips I declare 
       all the just decrees of your mouth. 
 In the way of your testimonies I delight 
       as much as in all riches. 
P I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 
  I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 
ALL  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
P With my whole heart I seek you; 
    let me not wander from your commandments! (Antiphon) 
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The Passion of Our Lord 
According to St. Matthew - Part 5: Matthew 27:27-56 

 
27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling 
before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit 
on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had 
mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him 
and led him away to crucify him.  
 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They 
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, 
mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they 
had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 
36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head 
they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one 
on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 
40and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41So 
also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42“He 
saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let 
God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ” 
44And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same 
way.  
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. 46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is 
calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with 
sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others 
said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus 
cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  
 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 
And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. 
And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and 
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coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, 
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 
were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”  
 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who 
had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56among whom were 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the mother 
of the sons of Zebedee.  
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Sit 
 
READING ~ Daniel 3:1-30  
 
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty 
cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, 
the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, 
the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication 
of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the 
prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the 
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication 
of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 And the herald proclaimed 
aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5 that when 
you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 
kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 And whoever does not fall down and worship 
shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon 
as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 
bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell 
down and worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 
 8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously 
accused the Jews. 9 They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live 
forever! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, that every man who hears the 
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sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, 
shall fall down and worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall 
down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are 
certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no 
attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image 
that you have set up.”  
 13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men before the 
king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the 
golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, 
to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if 
you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 
And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?”  
 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be 
so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it 
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden 
image that you have set up.”  
 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his 
face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered 
the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 And he 
ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men 
were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, 
and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king’s 
order was urgent and the furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those 
men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three 
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery 
furnace.  
 24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He 
declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” 
They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 He answered and said, 
“But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not 
hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.”  
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 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery 
furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the 
Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the 
governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire 
had not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads 
was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come 
upon them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered 
his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s command, and 
yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their 
own God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that 
speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall 
be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god 
who is able to rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the  
 prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
SERMON                      "Your Chance in the Fire" Daniel 3:1-30 
 
Stand 
 
BENEDICTUS ~ Song of Zechariah  LSB 240 
 
C Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;  
 He has come to His people and redeemed them. 
 He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
 born of the house of His servant David. 
 Through His holy prophets He promised of old 
 that He would save us from our enemies, 
 from the hands of all who hate us. 
 He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
 and to remember His holy covenant. 
 This was the oath He swore to our father Abraham: 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
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 free to worship Him without fear, 
 holy and righteous in His sight all the days of our life. 
L You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare His way, 
 to give His people knowledge of their salvation 
 by the forgiveness of their sin. 
 In the tender compassion of our God, 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us 
 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be forever.  Amen 
 
PRAYER LSB 241 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
L Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 

that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul;    
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
Collect for Grace 
 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with 
Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER                              LSB 241 
 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
       hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
   trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from T evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and  
  ever.  Amen 
 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 241 
 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION  LSB 242 
 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

T   Soli Deo Gloria   T 


